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Perhaps next year he will feel up to playing croquet with 
us. 
And in other news … since December seems to be 
beginning early this year, we have scheduled the Annual 
Christmas Potluck for Sunday, Dec 2nd … and once 
again Larry and I will be happy to host the Elliott Clan 
of Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec’s Annual 
Christmas Potluck on Sunday, December 2nd, at our 
home, 1799 Dorset Drive, Alta Vista, Ottawa, 
ElliottDoshen@rogers.com: 
 

Arrival 4:30 for 5 pm;  
Happy Hour (visiting, wine and appetizers)  
from 5 to 6 pm;   
Dinner 6:15ish to whenever!!!  

 
We will take our usual collection of $10 per person to 
cover any costs. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in December.  Have a 
lovely fall.  As usual, if anyone whom you think should 
receive this news is not receiving it please forward it to 
them. 
 
O N T A R I O  C E N T R A L  C H A P T E R  
 
Chapter Chair Marshall Elliott reports: 
 
This past summer has been hopefully both an exciting and 
a restful season for all of us. Throughout Ontario and the 
rest of Canada there have been dozens of the ever popular 
Scottish festivals and annual games … Clan Elliot 
continues to show a strong presence at these events and 
particularly at the premier event for all Canada, the Fergus 
Festival and Highland Games.   
 
In August, I was 
approached by Lord 
Forbes-Sempill 
(pictured here 
chatting with me) 
with greetings to all 
Elliots in Canada 
from our own 
chieftain, Margaret 
Eliott of Redheugh.    
 
Lord Forbes-Sempill, who prefers to be called by ‘Jamie,’ 
is one of the driving forces behind “The Gathering,” July 
25th and 26th, 2009, in Edinburgh.  The Gathering is being 
hosted by the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs and it is 
hoped that all clan associations will attend.  The Gathering 
will host the 2009 World Heavy Event Championship at 
Edinburgh Castle.  Jamie has warmly extended both his 

own and Margaret Eliott’s invitation for all of us to attend.  
More details will follow in future newsletters.   
 

 
 
Amos and Marilyn Elliot, Greg and Bonnie Ball, and 
Carole and Al Nickels, along with Bonnie and I, carried 
our colours during the opening ceremonies. 
  

 
This year’s annual chapter get together will be held 
again at the famous Harrop House restaurant in Milton 
from 12:30 pm to mid afternoon on Sunday, October 
28th. This time of year is a beautiful occasion to travel 
and enjoy the fall colours and catch  up with other 
Elliots over a delightful lunch. The charge will be $20 
per person and kindly contact me so we will know to 
expect you (Marshall Elliott: (705) 748 4843; 
marshallelliott@cogeco.ca). I will talk briefly about my 
meeting with Jamie Forbes-Sempill and the upcoming 
Gathering 2009. Hope to see many of you there as this 
is a great opportunity to informally meet other 
clansfolk. 

 
 
O N T A R I O  W E S T  C H A P T E R  
 
Chapter Co-Chair Barbara Elliott reports: 
 
Our annual picnic was held on Sunday, July 14th, at the 
summer home of Jim and Shirley Elliott, Port Burwell, 
Ontario.  Twenty-three members turned out to enjoy a 
lovely warm, sunny afternoon under the huge shade trees 
on their property.  We all enjoyed a great visit with our 
Elliot friends.  We were very pleased to welcome our 
Canadian President, Walter Elliot.  We extend our 
thanks to Jim and Shirley for their wonderful hospitality.  
Once again, the generous donations made by our 
members made our raffle a tremendous success and we 
all had a lot of fun as well.  A sumptuous potluck supper 
followed and was enjoyed by all. 
  
On July 23rd, Al & Carole Nickels and Peter & Barbara 
Elliott attended the Harmony Grand Buffet to present an 
Honourary membership in the Ontario West Chapter to 
David Chan, proprietor of this restaurant.  We have had 
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many gatherings here and David has become quite 
interested in our activities.  He was born in Hong Kong 
and has memories of the skirl of bagpipes and the swish 
of the kilts from his childhood. 
  
Congratulations to John and Bernie Elliott on celebrating 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary in the summer and also 
to Roy and Ruth Nickels who will celebrate their 65th 
Anniversary in September. 
  
Our thanks go out to Al and Carole Nickels who spent 
many weekends this summer attending Highland 
Games to represent the Ontario West Chapter. 
  
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Mary Elliott, 
widow of the late Hugh Royden Elliott and mother of 
Brian (Elizabeth), Jeff, (Shauna) and Philip.  Mary was a 
longtime member of our chapter and will be sadly 
missed.  We extend our condolences to the family. 
  
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
November 10th, at St. Aidan’s Anglican Church, 
London, Ontario.  We will have a guest speaker from the 
London Police Department. 
 
S A S K A T C H E W A N  C H A P T E R  
 
Chapter Chair Clifford Elliott reports:  
 
I hope everyone had a great summer.  Mine was rather 
busy, especially in July.  That was due to the New Ark of 
the Covenant making a tour of Saskatchewan.  I had the 
task of seeing that it was sent from point A to point B and 
that it arrived on time.  Sometimes it was a little stressful. 
 
We had some rather violent rainstorms here this summer.  
The first one was about the middle of July.  Basements in 
certain parts of the city were flooded, plus the underpasses 
and low-lying areas.  The second and third storms 
happened in mid-August and they happened two nights and 
one day apart.  This happened one weekend.  The second 
storm was during the night of August 17th and we got 
something like six inches of rain and hail in four hours.  
The third storm was the next night, which was Saturday, 
August 18th.  This storm lasted all night and most of 
Sunday.  By the time it ended, we had flooding in a major 
part of central Saskatchewan.  Country roads were washed 
out.  The Yellowhead Highway was washed out about 35 
kilometers northwest of Saskatoon, which is being worked 
on yet.  Two housing units on the west side of the city were 
flooded and the residents had to be evacuated.  There was a 
great deal of damage done to a lot of units.  The Saskatoon 
Housing authority had to take about 33 units off the market 

so that they could be renovated.  The tenants were housed 
elsewhere temporarily. 
 
Now fall is around the corner.  We’ve had some frost 
during the nights and the leaves are turning yellow and 
falling off the branches.  The flocks of wild geese are heard 
as they start heading south. 
 
Until next issue, this is all for now.  I hope all enjoy the 
coming fall and all the changes that happen at that time of 
year. 
 
A L B E R T A  C H A P T E R  
 
Chapter Chair Robert Elliott reports: 
 
Several of our members were pleased and honoured to 
attend a gathering at the Presbyterian Church in Rocky 
Mountain House to celebrate the 95th birthday of long-
time clan member Mrs. Kathleen Elliott on August 7th. 
 

 
 
Mrs. Kathleen Elliott was born on the 7th of August, 1912, 
in London, England. Growing up in London, she went to 
regular school to the age of 14 then went to Business 
College for two years. After college she worked at a 
lawyer’s office as a secretary to the boss.  During WWII 
she worked in a firm that made small armaments.  In 1946, 
she married John Elliott in London, and moved to Canada 
in 1947.  John became a forest ranger, which resulted in 
many moves at various stations such as Highwood, 
Pekisko, Hinton, Castle, Coleman, back to Castle, then to 
the Upper Saskatchewan.  During their time in the forestry 
they started raising Saint Bernard Dogs.  These dogs were 
used to pull sleighs and for packing on out trips with John.  
They also showed many of them winning many trophies 
and ribbons.  In later years they also raised Samoyeds and 
Basenjis.  On retirement from the forestry in the early 60’s 
they moved to Rocky Mountain House and started Rocky 
Greenhouse and Florists, which they operated for about 
twenty years. John passed away in 1991 at the age of 81. 
Kathleen moved into Rocky in 2001.  She is a member of 
the Eastern Star, Legion Ladies Auxiliary, Hospital 
Auxiliary, Museum, Friends of the Historical Park and the 
Canadian Kennel Club.  Her family is spread out across 
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Canada with some in B.C., Ontario and Alberta, one in 
New York and a few still in England.  
 
Kathleen’s daughter, Rubina Coulson, is a vice president 
of the Alberta Chapter, a long time clan member and our 
representative in Edmonton.  Ruby is a competitive piper.  
She and her two sons from Toronto and from New York 
were present as well as other relatives from B.C. and 
Alberta.  There was a large attendance of local people from 
Rocky Mountain House and surrounding areas attesting to 
the friendship and respect held for Kathleen in the 
community. 

The Elliot clan booth was set up at the High River, Calgary 
and Canmore Highland games. Unfortunately high winds 
in High River on August 25th virtually blew our tent away 
and so ended our display.  Calgary was cool and wet in the 
morning setup but turned into a sunny warm afternoon and 
large crowds turned out for another successful game day on 
Sept. 1st.  Canmore games enjoyed a fine clear day with a 
very large attendance and the Elliot clan joined five other 
clans with their display booths.  The massed bands again 
preformed majestically as a finale to a successful day on 
Sept. 2nd. 

 
A  Y O U T H F U L  P E R S P E C T I V E   by Leslie Elliot 

T H E  F I R S T  W E E K   
 
So, it’s September now and most kids have gone back to 
school. This week I started at Brock University. It is a big 
change for me, I have never really been away from my 
family for a long period of time and now I am living about 
nine hours away from my family and friends.  I knew that 
this day would be coming, I really did, but once it got here 
it was very nerve-wracking for me.  
 
So this whole weekend started on Saturday, when we 
packed up our truck and started to drive to my 
grandparents’ home in Hamilton. When we got to 
Hamilton we stopped for dinner with my grandparents and, 
after that, we went to their new apartment.  
 
The next day I had to do some shopping for my new dorm 
room with my parents and brother. First we went to Cosco 
to get some things like microwave popcorn, bottled water, 
shampoo, and toothpaste, among other things. After that 
we went to the mall to get some clothes and lunch with my 
grandma.  It was fun, and we talked for a while at the mall, 
then we went to her apartment and visited there. After that 
we went to my aunt and uncle’s house for a BBQ.  It was a 
lot of fun to see everyone.  
 
The next day was the big day – move in day. We left my 
grandparents’ house and went to my uncle’s to pack the 
rest of the stuff into his truck. Then we drove to St. 
Catharines.  We got there about thirty minutes before the 
move in time for the residence that I was to move into, so 
we spent the next few hours moving stuff into my new 
room. After we finally moved everything into my room 
and unpacked, my uncle and my grandma went home, and 
my parents, my brother and I went out exploring the city. 
Then we went for lunch.  After that we went back to my 
dorm and we sat and visited for a little while until my mom 
decided that it was time for them to go. So we walked out 
to the truck and said our good byes for now. After I said 

my goodbyes I walked back to my dorm and was very 
teary eyed.  It was nice though – my bathroom mate 
offered to go to the BBQ for the Dorms, which was nice of 
her.  
 
The next few days just consisted of me exploring the 
campus and buying books for my classes.  Then that Friday 
was the first day of classes, which was great for me, as I 
finally had something to do with all of my time. The first 
class I went to was Biology, which was good. We met the 
profs who would be teaching us for the year but, let me tell 
you, it was a huge difference from my biology courses in 
high school or community college. In high school I was in 
a class of 30 people and in college I was in a class of 40, 
but in university there was over 400 people in this lecture – 
it was nuts. The next class I had was “intro to signing,” 
which is, like it says, an introduction to sign language. I 
had a lot of fun in that class.  The teacher is completely 
deaf, so we cannot speak in his class.  He signed to us in 
the very beginning of the class. For that class, the first half 
of the lecture we had a translator, but in the second half the 
translator had to leave so we were on our own, but we all 
picked up on a lot of the lesson that he was teaching, even 
though a lot of us had little to no training in sign language. 
Out of all my courses I think that I am looking forward to 
that course the most.   
 
After that, it was the first weekend.  Not much happened 
there on Saturday.  I went down to the mall and visited 
with my aunt, who works there, and went to get a few other 
things that I needed, and that was about all that I did on 
Saturday.  On Sunday we were supposed to have an 
activity day in one of the big fields on the campus but a 
two o’clock in the morning the head of the floor called to 
tell us that the plans were cancelled.  Yeah, I wasn’t very 
happy with that … so on Sunday I just prepared for the 
first full official week of classes. Well that’s all for now. 




