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S A S K A T C H E W A N  C H A P T E R  
 
Chapter Chair Clifford Elliott reports:  
 
Greetings from Saskatchewan.  We are finally getting 
some spring after a rather cold winter and a cold early 
spring.  The temperatures are finally reaching the high 
teens or low twenties.  Hopefully it will continue and we 
will have a nice summer.   
 
It would be nicer yet if the gasoline prices would go 
down instead of always going up.  If that would be the 
case people would be able to do more travelling.  I know 
I’ll not be driving very far with the gasoline at 131.9 
here in most of Saskatchewan.  I hear that it will 
probably go as high as 150.9 by the end of July or first 
part of August.  I hope it will be changing for the better 
or I’ll not be going far.  I hope everyone has a good 
summer and that it will be an enjoyable time.  I hope that 
I’ll be reporting to you in the fall, so bye for now. 
 
A L B E R T A  C H A P T E R  
 
Vice President for Western Canada Allan (Curly) Elliott 
and Secretary Helen Elliott report: 
 
Our annual general meeting was held in the Chateaux On 
The Green social room on Sunday March 30th, 2008. As 
usual, it involved a spring snow storm and although we 
were small in number we were overwhelming in quality 
and fellowship. We are fortunate in having a new 
couple, Neil and Doreen Herdman, join our chapter. 
They are transplants direct from Scotland and are a 
welcome addition to our group. Doreen has the Elliot 
connection while Neil has graciously accepted a 

Director’s position on our board.  Helen has taken over 
as Secretary and all other positions remain the same. 
  
The following is a list of Highland Games for Alberta: 
 
Red Deer Saturday June 21st. 2008 
Ellerslie (Edmonton area) Sunday June 22nd, 2008 
High River Saturday August 23rd, 2008 
Calgary Saturday August 30th, 2008 
Canmore Sunday August 31st, 2008 
  
We are pleased that Walt and Anne are planning a fall 
trip to Alberta and BC. Walt has promised to give up his 
experiments as a pyrotechnics stuntman and assures us 
there will be no more broken bones this year. To honour 
Walt’s visit we will be holding a pot luck dinner and 
gathering at Ray and Catherine Huene’s Ghost Lake 
cottage on Saturday September 13th, at 1.00 p.m. We 
would like a good turnout of local members to support 
our National Chairman and all Elliot Clan members, 
visitors and prospective members are welcome to attend. 
Further information will be provided as arrangements 
progress.  
 
Don’t forget the Gatherings in Redheugh and Edinburgh 
in July 2009, both of which are covered in this 
newsletter as well as the one from Scotland. Tickets and 
accommodation for these events are selling out fast and 
if you are interested in attending you should be making 
arrangements soon.  Helen and I are going and will be 
joined by our son and daughter-in-law who are living in 
Holland. Walt and his son are also registered and we 
would welcome a few more Canadians to join us in these 
once in a lifetime celebrations. 

 
O N T A R I O  W E S T  S P R I N G  D I N N E R  P H O T O S  by Al Nickels 

 

 
David Chan, Walt Elliot, Catherine  
Elliot-Shaw and Peter Elliott 

 
Anne Elliot, Cathy Elliott, Peter Elliott, Walt Elliot  
and Len Elliott 
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ROYAL RANCHERS OF  THE ROCKIES  
 

The following is a continuation of the article  submitted by 
A.C. “Curly” Elliott, our retiring Clan Historian.  The 
final installment will be included in the next newsletter. 
 
Records indicate that an Elliott played a major part in the 
long term operation of the E.P. Ranch. William Elliott 
joined the ranch staff as a shepherd in 1923. He learned 
stock breeding and ranch management under the tutelage 
of Professor Carlyle. When Carlyle resigned in 1942 
William Elliott took over the day-to-day operations as 
ranch foreman. He held this position until the early 1950’s 
when he resigned as a result of a new British management 
group taking over the operation of the E.P.Ranch.  
 
The Two Dot Ranch is named for its brand - two large dots 
on either side of the tail head.  John Norrish first settled on 
this property in 1884. He sold his squatter’s rights in 1888 
to Harry and George Alexander who obtained legal title to 
the land. At that time they were running up to 1500 head of 
mostly longhorn cattle and had 44,000 acres of leased land.  
The Two Dot Ranch went through numerous owners 
before being purchased by Lord Minto on January 19th, 
1920 for reported $100,000.00 cash.  There can be no 
doubt that there was considerable collusion between His 
Royal Highness and Lord Minto over their Canadian 
purchases as they bought their Alberta ranches a mere four 
months apart.  William Carlyle, manager of the E.P.Ranch 
also took over the management of the Two Dot Ranch 
purchased by Lord Minto. 
 
There are virtually no press reports of Lord Minto visiting 
or ever living on his Canadian Ranch.  It appears his first, 
and perhaps his only, visit to his Alberta ranch was in 
September 1923. This trip was obviously planned to 
coincide with that of His Royal Highness, Prince Edward.   
His Royal Highness, travelling under the name of Lord 
Renfrew, arrived in High River on Sunday evening 
September 16th, and after a brief civic reception proceeded 
immediately to his Ranch. On Wednesday he rode over to 
the Two Dot Ranch for an afternoon of shooting. 
 

“A bag of 15 partridges, a dozen prairie chickens 
and ducks, and one rabbit was obtained by the 
Prince and his party while visiting Lord Minto’s 
Ranch”.   (Source – High River Times) 

 
There are numerous press photographs of Prince Edward 
on his ranch and at various stops around Southern Alberta, 
but I can not find a single picture of the Prince and Lord 
Minto together. If Lord Minto did visit his ranch on other 

occasions he did so very quietly as it garnered no mention 
in the local press.  In 1928 Burns Ranches acquired the 
Two Dot Ranch and all the sheep remaining on the range. 
Senator Patrick Burns was another early cattle baron and 
one of the “Big Four” who established the Calgary 
Stampede.  It would be thirty one years before the Two Dot 
Ranch returned once again to Hereditary Titled ownership.  
 
In 1929 George D.I. Perceval and his young son Frederick 
George were living a quiet and contented life on a small 
ranch near Priddis, Alberta when an event in England 
changed their lives forever. The ninth Earl of Egmont, a 
widower without children or near relatives died at 
Ringwood, Hampshire, and the title passed to his Canadian 
cousin. George Perceval became the 10th, Earl of Egmont 
and inherited Avon Castle with its thirteen hundred acres 
of land. This was an estate nearly the size of the original 
E.P.Ranch in Alberta.  From the very beginning George 
and his son Fred were constantly hounded by the British 
press and they did not fit in with the English nobility.  
They dismissed all their staff, closed the castle gate, 
shuttered the windows and tried to live as they had back in 
Canada. When the Earl was killed in a car crash in 1932, 
Frederick at age seventeen became the 11th, Earl of 
Egmont.  He inherited a large sum of money and was able 
to pay off all outstanding debts.  
 
In 1933 he returned to Calgary and married Geraldine 
Moodie, who became the Countess of Egmont.  In 1935 
they were back in England with a one-year-old son. Fred 
often mused about taking his seat in the House of Lords but 
this did not happen. In the fall of 1938 they sold their 
English estate for £80,000, returned to Calgary and bought 
a 680 acre farm on the southern outskirts of the city.  They 
tried to avoid publicity as much as possible and were 
simply known as Mr.  & Mrs. Fred Perceval.  This farm 
was bought by developers in 1959 and is now part of the 
Willow Park district. (Ten kilometres inside the city 
limits.) True to his childhood roots Fred returned to 
ranching with the purchase of the Two Dot Ranch that was 
once owned by Lord Minto.  
 
The “Reluctant Earl” settled back into ranching the same as 
anyone else in that industry and was well respected 
throughout the district.  Countess Geraldine died in July 
1995 and the 11th Earl in December 2001.  The title passed 
to their son Thomas Frederick who continues the family 
tradition of ranching in the foothills of Alberta. 

 




